











SAFETY

IN AND UUT OF THE WOODS SAFETY MEETING MATERIAL

FIRE SEASON REMINDERS...

The severe cold weather we have experienced in the south so far in 2010 may produce conditions ripe for wildfire
in the coming months. According to natural resource experts about 24 percent of woodland fires are started by
equipment. Second only to burning debris which cause 35 percent. So, during the upcoming fire season, what can
you do to prevent fires?

1. Keep your equipment clean and free of debris. Clean belly pans before fire season begins.

2. Make sure your electrical system is in good condition and your batteries are secure.

3. Make sure required spark arresters are in place.

4. Repair fluid leaks immediately.

5. Use welding equipment or torches only when equipment is parked on bare ground. Have suitable water

supply and fire extinguishers readily available when doing this work.

6. Park on bare ground when fueling equipment.

7. Make sure all fuels and flammable products are properly marked and stored.

8. Make sure all fire suppression equipment is in good working order.

9. Perform daily checks to identify hazards early.
Whether or not a fire is caused by you, being the first person on the scene gives you the capability of providing a
great deal more information than most of the general public. After all, this is where you make your living. You
probably have a pretty good idea of road conditions, water sources, etc. It is a matter of being prepared with your
job site information at your fingertips. It could save a lot of time, money and loss of precious resources. (Source:
FISTA Update)

HANDLING LiQuiD FUELS...

When you are handling liquid fuels such as kerosene or gasoline, you’re probably not thinking “wow - this could
vaporize me.” But it can, and it’s important to never forget it. As useful (and common place) as liquid fuels are,
they’re also extremely dangerous and need to be handled with caution

What to focus on:

Here are five ways to reduce your risks while working with liquid fuels.

1. Never smoke or allow anyone around you to smoke while you are handling them.

2. Store fuel only in approved containers. (An OSHA Safety Compliance Requirement!) These containers are usually
color coded for specific fuel types, red for gasoline and blue for kerosene for example.

3. While a fuel container is in your possession inspect for leaks frequently.

4. Before you fill a tank or a storage container with liquid fuel, check the volume in the destination receptacle and
make sure that it has enough capacity for the amount you’re putting in. Otherwise, you run the risk of a spill.

5. Never walk away from a liquid fuel transfer in progress. Transfer operations should be monitored from start to
finish to reduce the risk of tipping, spilling, or overfilling. (Source: IOBP Safety Alert)
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HARD HATS - CARE AND MAINTENANCE

The Forest Fund workers compensation program has reported scores of over the last ten years. Some injuries were
minor, some major and some fatal. A review of thousands of head injuries in the United States forcefully documents
the hard hat’s ability and effectiveness in protecting our head.

The hard hat is often abused and misused, but rarely inspected, maintained or replaced in a timely fashion. Such
abuse, misuse or neglect can lead to tragic consequences and or death for the wearer. The hard hat’s ability to protect
our head is maximized when we properly use, wear, maintain and replace it according to the manufacturer’s recom-
mendations.

HARD HAT RULES:

Rules for the proper care, maintenance, wearing and the replacement of hard hats:

Many manufacturers recommend replacement of hard hats every 5 years under normal work conditions.

Under the harsh conditions of extreme temperatures, chemicals and lots of sunlight, many manufacturers recommend
replacement every two years.

Some manufacturers suggest replacement of the hard hat suspension every year.

A simple test can determine if the hard hat has deteriorated. Compress both sides of the hard hat with your hands and
quickly release without dropping. If the shell quickly returns to its original shape it exhibits elasticity and is still good.
Other signs of deterioration are faded color and a stiff brittle shell.

The suspension should be checked for cracks, cuts, fraying, damages, missing parts and pliability.

When not in use, always store hard hats in areas that are not exposed to direct sunlight.

The cleaning of a hard hat should be with mild soap in lukewarm water. Strong detergents, solvents, paint thinners,
gasoline or other harsh substances can affect the hard hat’s resistance properties.

A July 22, 1992 OSHA letter states “Because ANSI only tests and certifies hard hats worn with the bill forward, hard
hats worn with the bill to the rear would not be considered reliable protection and would not meet 29 CFR 1926.100
unless the manufacturer certifies that this practice meets ANSI standards.”

DON'TS:

Never alter or modify the hard hat shell or suspension system.

Drilling holes in the hard hat shell for ventilation is always prohibited.

Never wear or carry anything inside your hard hat between the shell and suspension.

If adhesive stickers are applied to the shell, they should be placed at least 3/4” away from the edge.
Hard hats are designed to protect your head only once from a major blow or incident.

Always refer to the manufacturer’s instructions when assembling the suspension system.

Always follow the manufacturer’s recommendations concerning the proper use of the hard hat.

The employer and employee are responsible for determining an appropriate service life for the hard hat.
(Source: Forest Fund - Meadowbrook Loss Control “Safety is No Accident” 334-954-7260)
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