Chipper Safety

Throughout the forest product industry, changes have occurred on the logging sites to keep up with the ever-changing market place.  The bio mass market has created an increased demand for chips and a near simultaneous decrease in demand for pulpwood at many mills.   Loggers have looked at various options to get rid of a few extra loads of wood a week to stay afloat.  One response has been to add chippers to the logging operations.  This usually works well especially when mills stop buying long wood pulpwood for the week, many will usually still buy chips.  This has given some loggers increased production by several loads at weeks end.  
These machines are and can be very helpful to production but they do seem to add another hazard to an already dangerous job.  The chippers are no more than an office paper shedder on steroids and we have all seen what a paper shedder can do to a piece of paper or credit card.  Chippers have chains and knives that turn at a very high revolutions and can chip a single piece of pulpwood in a matter of seconds.  If those knives and chains can do that to a piece of pulpwood just imagine what they can do to the human body.  
In woods chippers use several different sources of energy to operate.  Those sources are: electrical, pneumatic, mechanical, hydraulic, gravity, and thermal.  It is very important that when the chipper is being worked on that all of these energy states are at zero.  The chipper should be Locked and Tagged Out when it is being serviced, whether you are just changing a hose or having to change the knives.
Listed below are a few recommendations that must be followed when using a chipper:
· Proper PPE is required when operating a chipper.

· Make sure all employees have read and follow the safety procedures in the operator’s manual.
· Make sure that the chipper and loader are set up where no one can walk into that area.  Also be aware that chips can be thrown at least 200 - 300 feet.
· Chock the wheels and set the parking brakes.

· Make sure all guards are in position and serviceable.

· If replacing lost or damaged hardware, make sure the replacement hardware is the proper grade.
· Do not allow anyone in front of the in-feed area while the chipper is operating.

· Never open the maintenance doors while the machine is running.
· Turn the ignition switch in the off position and remove the key.  Place the key in your pocket to prevent accidental start up.  Locate the master disconnect and place it in the off position.
· Allow all moving parts to come to a complete rest before performing any repairs.

· Access covers or doors are to remain closed until the knives or disk stops completely.

· Make sure all pressure has been bleed off of the lines before servicing equipment.

· Remove battery cables before performing any repairs to the electrical system. 
· Turn off the fuel shut-off valve before performing repairs on the fuel system.

In times of uncertainty in the forest products industry, let’s all remember that Safety is always first.  Let’s all get home the same way we left that morning; all in one piece and unharmed.
